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Activities that are deemed routine by most people, like 
haircuts and trips to the grocery store, can feel insur-
mountable to people with autism. It is with this in mind 
that the new Aces for Autism Clinic will feature simulated 
environments known as “Learning Labs” to help integrate 
these types of activities into the lives of children and 
young adults with autism.
     The learning labs will be near-exact replicas of your 
neighborhood grocery store, dentist office, doctor’s office, 
barber shop and apartment/living space. Socialization 
and academic learning are critical parts of the education 
of children and young adults with autism, but nothing 
matches the actual simulation of events and experiences 
that they will face out in the world.
     The learning labs will offer these children and young 
adults the most realistic opportunity to overcome their 
sensory challenges in real environments in the safety of 
a space that is supervised by qualified staff and caring 
friends. The ultimate goal is that these children overcome 
their challenges and are able to sit successfully for a nice 
haircut, endure some time in the dental chair, and even 
shop their own groceries and set up their own apartment 
space.  The Learning Labs offer real life training at it’s 
best and they’ll be a critical part of the growth of all clients 
that visit the Aces for Autism Clinic.
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experimentchallenge

The touching of the head 
and face, the humming and 
vibration of the clippers and 

the itch of falling hair presents 
a challenge for many. 

The Salon Lab will allow 
clients to ease into the idea of 
getting a haircut by allowing 
them to experiment with the 
tools of the trade and under-
stand that maybe a haircut is 

not that bad after all. 

One of the most common 
activities that causes strug-
gles for people with autism 

is getting haircuts.

struggle

The salon learning Lab will give children with
autism the opportunity to ease into a visit to the 
salon or barber at a pace comfortable for them.  
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